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21st Sunday YC 21st August 2022. Narrow is Way to Salvation  

There is this school of thought called Epicureanism or Hedonism: their principle is based on the pursuit of 

pleasure as the goal of life. To live is to be happy. Anything that will inflict pain or discomfort you should 

not be part of life. The proponent of this theory is called Epicurus 341BC. This saying “Eat, drink and be 

merry for tomorrow you may die” was ascribed to Epicurus. 

This philosophy may contradict what Evangelist Luke said, “If anyone wants to come after me, he/she must 

deny self and take up his/her cross daily and follow Me” (9:23). 

Paul in his second letter to Corinthians said, “Just as the suffering of Christ is ours in abundance, so also 

our comfort is abundant through Christ” 1:5. That’s we shared in the suffering and the glory of Christ Jesus. 

Everybody wishes to live a life that brings joy and happiness like epicureans, but if that Joy is a 

temporary one, it means what may follow up is suffering. C.S Lewis in this book (Mere 

Christianity) was explaining the theme: Is Christianity Hard or Easy? The suffering we are 

avoided today may become double when facing tomorrow, for example, what a child can learn in 

class with a teacher in one hour, if avoided simply because the child is lazy, may take the child 

another 6 hours to learn when alone. It’s better we endured suffering today and be happy tomorrow. 

Peace In today’s gospel, Jesus answers a challenging and tricky question: Sir, will there be only a 

few saved? His response was straightforward, clever, and of course, an intelligent one. He replies, 

“Try your best to enter by the narrow door!” So, rather than occupy oneself with arguments about 

the number of those to be saved, it is better to work hard for one’s salvation. 

Through this, Christ reminds us that the invitation to His feast is open to all. However, each person 

must struggle to be there. We must do what we could do by playing our roles well. To gain heaven 

is not an easy task, it’s a constant struggle through the narrow way with difficulty and diligence, 

we must strive with God in prayer, wrestle as Jacob, strive against sin and Satan, in Genesis 32:22-

31, we must strive in every duty of religion: This is the only way we can be guaranteed a place in 

the feast of the kingdom of God.  

Narrow way could be our daily struggle to be United with Jesus in the Eucharist, through active 

and conscious participation, it could be to humble ourselves an accept the fact that we are sinners 

and seek God’s mercy through the Sacrament of reconciliation/ confession. Denying ourselves of 

comfort so that others may be comforted. To achieve all this need to discipline ourselves. 

When we live our lives enjoying the pleasure of this world and forgetting the ways of God, it may 

be too late for us as we read in the Gospel, we shall stand outside knocking and saying, Lord, open 

the door for us. And he will answer, I don’t know you, and you will say, we ate and drank in your 

company, and you taught in our church… then he will say to us, I don’t know you, depart from me 

all you evildoers! And there will be wailing and grinding of teeth…At that time we shall see sinners 

who struggle for perfection and are committed in their religious duties from east and west, north 

and south at the table with the king enjoying forever. The first will be last and the last first. This 

is the irony of life. 

be with you  
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